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Red Flags For Renter¢

Tips to avoid a scammy lease agreement

As a renter stepping into the real estate world, you'll want to
review the terms of your lease agreement before signing.

Even if you've found your dream rental property, do your due
diligence to check for these red flags. This can help give you a

sense of whether the landlord or property manager is legit,
and if the agreement you're signing is a scam.

VAGUE LANGUAGE

Clarityis crucialin a lease
agreement. If the terms are
ambiguous or not clearly
explained, this could lead to
misunderstandings and disputes
over responsibilities and rights.

ENTRY RIGHTS

It's important for your privacy
that the landlord has clear and
reasonable guidelines for when
and how they are allowed to enter
your apartment.

EXCESSIVE PENALTIES

Whetherit's for breaking the lease
early or for minor infractions like
late payments on one month's rent,
unusually harsh penalties are a
clear red flag. These terms can
make your tenancy stressful and
financially risky.

SUBLETTING RESTRICTIONS

If there are severe restrictions or
penalties associated with
subletting your apartment, this
could Llimit your flexibility,
especially if your life
circumstances change
unexpectedly.

EMERGENCY CLAUSES

A good lease will include terms
that allow for breaking the lease
under specific emergency
conditions, like job relocation or
significant life changes, without
severe penalties. A lease without
these types of clauses could be
problematic down the road.
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OVERLY RESTRICTIVE RULES

Watch out for lease clauses that
impose strict rules on things like
guests, decorations, pets, and
noise. It's normal for leases to
have some rules to protect the
property and ensure peace for all
tenants, but excessive
restrictions can limit your
comfort and flexibility, making the
rental feel less like home.

HIGH FEES

Compare fees such as security
deposits, pet-related charges,
and Late fees with typical ratesin
the area. Exorbitant fees canbea
sign that the landlord is
unreasonable, or looking to profit
unfairly from tenants. Plus, some
states have laws about the
maximum total security deposit
amount a landlord can charge.

LACK OF MAINTENANCE
COMMITMENT

The lease should clearly state
that the landlord is responsible
for maintenance and repairs of
the rental property. A lack of
commitment to maintenance or an
attempt to shift this responsibility
to you can lead to a poor living
environment and unexpected
expenses.

PRIVACY CONCERNS

Clauses that allow landlords too
much access to your personal
information or too much control
over your lifestyle choices-like
surveillance or monitoring—
should be approached with
caution.
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Before signing your next rental agreement, always watch for major
warning signs and consult with a property management company or
seek legal advice to ensure you're not falling prey to scammers.

Note: The information provided is for general informational purposes only and is not legal advice. The tips and
insights are based on typical scenarios and may not apply directly to specific legal situations. Laws and regulations
differ by jurisdiction, and the details of your situation may require specialized legal advice. We strongly advise
consulting with a qualified attorney or legal expert in your area to discuss your specific circumstances and legal
rights before signing any lease agreement.
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